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the power of sport to promote reconciliation and reduce inequality. 
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               A summary of the license terms is available from: 
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wording: 
BA acknowledges that the template used in this publication is sourced from ASC. 
Source: Licensed from the Australian Sports Commission under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Australia Li-
cense. 
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REPORT  

Dear Members and Supporters, 

I am pleased to present to you the Annual Report of Bocce Australia (BA) for the year 

2022/23. This report serves as a comprehensive overview of our achievements, challenges, and 

progress over the past year. As we reflect on our accomplishments, I would like to express my sincere 

gratitude to our dedicated members, volunteers, and supporters who have contributed to our success. 

This  year  has  been  a pivotal one for  Bocce  Australia. It marked a   period of   significant   change   and 

adaptation as we navigated through the unique challenges presented by the ongoing global events. It's    

interesting to consider this past 12 months as a potential milestone when life returned to pre-COVID           

conditions, and various aspects of life, work, and sports were back in full swing, albeit in a different manner. 

Adapting to the "new normal" has been a significant challenge for many organizations, including national 

sports bodies like Bocce Australia. 

In this context, it was important  for Bocce Australia to recognize the need to adapt   and change to the 

evolving circumstances. The COVID-19 pandemic forced many sports organizations to reevaluate their    

strategies and operations. To ensure the sport's continued relevance and growth, Bocce Australia needed to 

consider various changes, which were necessary to put in place which we did, such as: 

Digital Transformation: Embracing technology to enhance the sport's visibility and accessibility. This         

included developing digital platforms for engagement, information, communication, and membership    

management. 

National Policies: Implementing and promoting  policies and  protocols  to ensure the  safety of  players, 

officials and spectators in the post-COVID world. 

Community Engagement: Focusing on community engagement and grassroots development to reignite and 

grow interest in the sport. Created the National Development Officer position to promote, develop    and 

expand the sport beyond it’s current demographic was a necessary investment. The sport needed to have a 

kick-start to attract new communities. Vinay Singh and John Inglese filled this position and both were       

instrumental in advancing the sport of bocce in there  unique way. 

Adaptive Rules: Modifying rules or formats to make the sport more adaptable to different circumstances, 

including potential disruptions in the future.  John in particular helped to develop the Bocce Team Challenge  

which is in use as the entry  competition to the sport of Bocce. He also put in place a development working 

group and the first  bocce conference after a 20 year absence.  

Youth Development: Investing in youth development programs is a crucial step in ensuring the future of any 

sport. The youth are not only the players of tomorrow but also the fans and supporters who will sustain the 



sport for generations to come. The success of the BA’s participation in the Denis Ravera Bocce Challenge in 

Monaco, has garnered increased interest and contributed to the growth of our junior ranks, and is a              

testament to the positive impact of such initiatives.  

Marketing and Promotion: Increasing efforts in marketing and promotion to attract sponsors, fans, and media 

attention. We were fortunate to enlist Robert ‘Dipper’ Di Pierdomenico , as our Bocce Sport ambassador  who 

gave his time for  free, a true philanthropist  volunteer for the sport of bocce. 

International Collaboration: Collaborating with other national and international bocce organizations to learn 

from their experiences and share best practices. Nationally we embraced Special Olympics Bocce into our    

Nationals and after such a success they are now part of our National Championship format. Globally we have 

Tony Biancacci VP FIB and General Secretary of CBI and Sonia Fava FIB Women's Coordinator General along 

with Joe Maselli and Vanessa Allegretto as International Referees—Bocce Volo. 

The post-pandemic world accelerated the need for innovation and flexibility in the world of sports, and       

organizations that embraced change are likely to thrive in this evolving landscape. By proactively addressing 

these challenges, Bocce Australia has positioned itself for a successful future, ensuring that the sport remains        

vibrant and relevant. 

Key Highlights: Mission Impact: Bocce Australia  continued to make a meaningful impact on our vision of    

bocce being a sport for all ages, all  genders, all abilities and all communities. We expanded the sports appeal, 

with Bocce Team Challenge, we embraced all abilities with the inclusion of Special Olympics Bocce,  and 

reached out to specialised individuals to help with coaching, refereeing, volunteers, sponsorship  and         

marketing our new  bocce programs. 

Financial Stability: Due to the need to invest in these new initiatives monies needed to be spent  and for this 

year we see a dip in our  financial health but  now we  have a stronger foundation to bounce back next year, 

thanks to the support of our sponsors, grants, and the responsible management of our resources. This allowed 

us to sustain our existing programs and explore new opportunities. 

Community Engagement: We witnessed an incredible surge in community engagement, both in person and 

online. This year, we hosted Bocce Team Challenge , Bocce n Bubbles, and Com-N-Try events which brought 

together nationally over 135 new participants and 10 new volunteers. Our online presence also expanded   

significantly, with 1,400 regular followers on social media platforms. 

Innovation and Adaptation: In response to the changing landscape, we adapted our strategies to better serve 

our community. This included expanded the nationals, included Special Olympics Bocce and new innovations 

made, such as the introduction of new programs, the BTC, technology adoption, TIDYHQ and  policies. 

Collaborations and Partnerships: We fostered strong partnerships with like-minded organizations, furthering 

our reach and impact. Together, we worked on initiatives that leveraged our collective strengths to address 

specific issue or challenge. We strengthen our partnership with Bon Food, Macron and premier clubs such as 

Club Marconi, Catholic Liverpool Club, Morwell Club, Kyabram Bocce Club,  Redlands Club Qld,  Casa    

D’Abruzzo Club, Furlan Club and Veneto Club Melbourne. 

Membership Growth: Bocce Australia welcomed 30 new members this year, a testament to our continued 

appeal and the importance of our mission. These were in both in  the Bocce Raffa and Bocce Volo disciplines 

of Bocce Sport, however we are still experiencing a decline due to our aging demographic. 

Challenges:  Of course, we faced our share of challenges this year. The failure to implement a National Super 

League-type competition, which was the collective desire of elite and junior players, was a significant setback. 

This  initiative was driven by the aspiration for more year-round competition and aimed to bridge the gap   

between states and clubs, providing a platform for high-level competition and skill enhancement.                 

Unfortunately, the dream of a national league remained unfulfilled due to the lack of sponsorship and club 

support. Another  challenge we faced was the aging membership, which highlighted the importance of        

recruiting and retaining younger participants. Addressing the needs and interests of different demographics 

within our organization became a priority and as a collective we need to address urgently to get the ‘J’ curve. 



Furthermore, economic fluctuations and regulatory changes added to the complexity of our operating      

environment. We had to navigate through financial uncertainties and adapt to new regulations that           

impacted our events and operations. 

However, I am proud to report that Bocce Australia responded to these challenges with creativity,              

determination, and unity. We remained steadfast in our commitment to our mission, even in the face of   

adversity. While the road ahead may still hold uncertainties, we are more determined than ever to overcome 

these challenges, adapt to the changing landscape, and continue to promote the sport of bocce in Australia. 

We believe that by working together and staying true to our vision, we can overcome these obstacles and 

emerge stronger, ensuring a bright future for bocce in our nation.  

Vision for the Future: 

Looking ahead, we remain committed to our core values and mission. Bocce Australia  envisions a future 

where bocce sport is the choice sport for all ages, all genders, all abilities and all communities. To achieve 

this vision, we will continue working on our main three pillars—Juniors, Lifestyle & Elite as priorities for the    

coming year. 

I am confident that with the unwavering support of our members, volunteers, staff, and sponsor partners, 

we can look forward to a future filled with even greater achievements and milestones. 

The next 12 months we will work closely with Sport Australia as we refine the sports governance and        

prepare to implement  the Bocce One changes. The key focus is to promote, raise awareness of and           

encourage participation in  bocce sport for benefits of health, longevity, fitness, skill, achievement, social 

interaction, wellbeing and other benefits of  exercise for all individuals in Australia. 

The focus will be to continue  the emphasis of  bocce to being administered and run as a sport and no longer 

oscillating between the social and sporting aspects of the game.  We encourage  through our member states 

to work closely with our affiliated  clubs to put in place programs to facilitate the sports entry and player    

pathways so that participation is easier for novice players  of all ages, all abilities, and all cultures. 

I would like to thank Sport Australia for their support and recognise the enormous contribution  they make to 

bocce sport. Most importantly, thanks to all of you who contribute to Bocce sport. It is your unwavering 

drive and passion to see bocce  succeed that inspires us to strive for new heights in what we deliver each and 

every day. 

To our sponsors, partners and supporters, without your financial and in-kind support, effort and energy,  

Bocce sport would not be where we are today.  In particular thanks must go to our premier partners         

Australian Sports Commission, the State Governments, Member States and  affiliate clubs  who have helped 

in every  way to continue to make  Bocce Sport a  reality – a big thank you. Likewise to my Executive board of 

Tony Biancacci, Vince Di Mauro and Sonia Fava, Sector leads Linda Chiandotto (Junior Development) , Angela    

Sirianni (Volunteers), Renna Danelutti (Sponsorship), Franco Fava (Bocce Raffa), Michael Migliaccio (Special 

Olympics Bocce), Joe Maselli (Chief Referee), Mary Massena (Tournament Director), newly appointed Samuel 

Pevere (Social Media), Coaches both national, and state, along with  State, club committees, the many club 

volunteers, all our associates and the wider bocce family —thank you. 

In closing, I want to express my deepest gratitude for your continued dedication and support. Bocce          

Australia’s success is a testament to the incredible power of collective action and shared purpose. Together, 

we will continue to make a difference in the lives of those we serve. 

Bocce Sport  - A sport for all !   

Frank Funari   

CEO & President /Bocce Australia 



 
 

 

HIGH PERFORMANCE 

 

674 Elite Players 

462 Club,  2340 Social 

175 Special Needs &  

26 Juniors 

 

Australia World Ranking 

1st in  Asia Oceania 
Top 17 in World Men’s division,  
Top 10 in World Women’s &  
Top 13 in World Juniors 

PARTICIPATION 

1 School Program  

(in progress)  

30 Affiliated Clubs 

10,000 plus recreational 

 players 

LIKES             REACH   FOLLOWERS 

1118+     8378+            1481+ 

DIGITAL PARTNERSHIPS 

18 Sponsor    

      Partners 

75 Global 

Member Nations 

16  

Asia Oceania 

Member Nations 

 

 
 

 



Vincenzo Di Mauro FCPA, GAICD 2023  

AGM Secretary and Treasurer Report –  

Bocce Australia Limited, Company Limited 

by Guarantee (CLG) 

REPORT  
In 2019 the Australian Sport Commission (ASC) mandated all  
National  Sport Organisations  (NSO) to transition to an incorporated  
company or risk  ongoing support as a recognised NSO.   As a result, on the  
18 December 2020, Bocce Federation Australia incorporated association in   
Victoria transitioned to an  Incorporated Company Bocce Australia Limited (CLG) and  
is registered with the Australian  Securities and Investment Commission (ASIC) as public  
company limited by guarantee (CLG).  This is the preferred ASIC structure for non-for-profit 
 community-based organisations which limits the  contribution should the company be wound up.) 
 

Corporate Governance and Compliance are critical in public company’s and as such all sporting codes under the  
ASC must  comply. To standardise corporate governance and financial compliance ASC heavily invested into an online  
website ‘Sport Australia (SportAus) Partner Portal’ as its source of truth - one stop shop. Although we are not a large sporting 
code, BA is not exempt from the rigorous annual reporting and compliance requirements. 
 

BA works closely with its Sport Australia’s partners to ensure we comply and meet its deadlines; the list below demonstrates 
some of our requirements: 

An annual activity participation plan which includes Come ‘n’ Try and Bocce Team Challenge and Competition enhancement pro-

grams, 
Governance and Organisational Enhancement (GOE) plan which is a Board Governance Program (revamped in 2023 and 

included in the online partner portal, 
Annual Financial Acquittal process, 
Annual Child safeguard Declaration, 
Attend monthly Sport and Finance Advisory meetings and education programs, 
Financial statements tailored to SportAus requirements. 
Sport Integrity Australia (SIA), National Integrity Framework (NIF) policies, and National Sports Tribunal (NST) program 

issued in July 2023 already adopted, with a further review of these policies in September 2023 saw BA adopt the en-
hanced polices to commence 1 January 2024: 

NIF Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy, 
NIF Complaints Disputes and Discipline Policy, 
NIF Competition Manipulation and Sport Gambling Policy, 
NIF Improper Use of Drugs and Medicine Policy, and 
NIF Member Protection Policy  

 

During the Pandemic sporting downtime, SportAus permitted all NSO’s to carry forward prior year funds with the intent  to 
develop and promote bocce. During the 2023 senior SportAus officials attended the Junior event held in (Redlands) Brisbane 
and the (Bulleen) Bocce Team Challenge in Victoria. The positive feedback received is extremely rewarding. 
 

In respect to our 2022-23 finances, BA has returned to its usual calendar of competition events and invested in Sport            
Development and Promotion. On the back of a return to bocce competitions and stimulating interest in Bocce, BA recorded a 
$59.5k loss. BA’s balance sheet remains cash flow positive and holds no long-term creditor commitments/ liabilities to outside 
parties. 
 

The Financial Year 2022-2023 Financial Statements are finalised and audited by GMB Accountants and would like to thank 
them for their services. These will be posted on the Bocce Australia Website and forwarded to SportAus.   
 

Finally, thank you everyone for your commitment and support during 2022-23 and we look forward to another fantastic Bocce 
year.  
 

Vincenzo Di Mauro  

Secretary and Treasurer Bocce Australia  
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We are all 

 WINNERS 



Antonio Biancacci 

President Asia Oceania Sport Boules 

Confederation; Vice President - FIB & 

Bocce Australia  

Report to be added 



Sonia Fava  

Sports Director, Bocce Australia  

& FIB Women’s Sport Committee  

Report to be added 



SECTOR  

Leads 

 Chief Referee (Volo)  - Joe Maselli 

 COACHING Director—Tony Biancacci 

 Head Coach & Referee Bocce Raffa —Franco Fava 

 Special Olympics Bocce—Michael Migliaccio 

 

 Head Coach (Bocce Volo)—Stefano Chiandotto 

 Volunteer Co-ordinator—Angela Sirianni 

 Tournament Director Assistant—Mary Massena 

 Media Co-ordinator—Samuel Pevere  

 Sponsorship Co-ordinator—Renna Danelutti 

 NDO—Vacant ( previous Vinay Singh & John Inglese ) 

 Operations Manager—Vacant 

 Junior Co-ordination—Linda Chiandotto 



The FUTURE  
and the Bocce Sports vision is 

to ‘inspire and connect people 

of all ages, all genders, all  

abilities and all communities, 

through the power of Bocce 

Sport’. 



Bocce Australia Limited 

ABN 24703226127  

PO Box 937 

 


