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Acknowledgement of Country

Bocce Australia (BA) recognises that we work and live on the lands of all First Nations People across Australia.

BA acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the lands where its offices are located, the Ngunnawal,
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung, Yugambeh and the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation, and pays its respects to all Elders past,
present and emerging.

The BA also recognises the outstanding contribution that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people make to society and
sport in Australia and celebrates the power of sport to promote reconciliation and reduce inequality.

About our Annual Report

This report has been prepared in accordance with ASIC reporting and legislative requirements and provides details of
the BA’s performance and operations for the financial year ending 30 June 2023. The report details how effective the BA
has been at achieving its outcomes for the year as outlined in the BA 2020-2024 Strategic Plan and the 2022-23 Portfo-
lio Budget Statements.

Ownership of intellectual property rights in this publication

Unless otherwise noted, copyright (and any other intellectual property rights, if any) in this publication is owned by the
BA.

Creative Commons license

With the exception of the Commonwealth Coat of Arms and photographic images, this publication is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Australia License.

Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Australia License is a standard form license agreement that allows you to copy,
distribute, transmit and adapt this publication, provided you attribute the work.
A summary of the license terms is available from: http://creativecommons.org.licenses/by/3.0/au/deed/en

The BA’s preference is that you attribute this publication (and any material sourced from it) using the following
wording:

BA acknowledges that the template used in this publication is sourced from ASC.

Source: Licensed from the Australian Sports Commission under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Australia Li-
cense.

All photographic images are from Bocce Australia or as otherwise accredited.


http://creativecommons.org.licenses/by/3.0/au/deed/en
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Junior Open 2023 - u15/U18/U23 Winners

Redland Club, Brisbane, Qld

The Future of Bocce




Frank Funari
President & CEO
Bocce Australia

REPORT

Dear Members and Supporters,

| am pleased to present to you the Annual Report of Bocce Australia (BA) for the year
2022/23. This report serves as a comprehensive overview of our achievements, challenges, and
progress over the past year. As we reflect on our accomplishments, | would like to express my sincere
gratitude to our dedicated members, volunteers, and supporters who have contributed to our success.

This year has been a pivotal one for Bocce Australia. It marked a period of significant change and
adaptation as we navigated through the unique challenges presented by the ongoing global events. It's
interesting to consider this past 12 months as a potential milestone when life returned to pre-COVID
conditions, and various aspects of life, work, and sports were back in full swing, albeit in a different manner.
Adapting to the "new normal" has been a significant challenge for many organizations, including national
sports bodies like Bocce Australia.

In this context, it was important for Bocce Australia to recognize the need to adapt and change to the
evolving circumstances. The COVID-19 pandemic forced many sports organizations to reevaluate their
strategies and operations. To ensure the sport's continued relevance and growth, Bocce Australia needed to
consider various changes, which were necessary to put in place which we did, such as:

Digital Transformation: Embracing technology to enhance the sport's visibility and accessibility. This
included developing digital platforms for engagement, information, communication, and membership
management.

National Policies: Implementing and promoting policies and protocols to ensure the safety of players,
officials and spectators in the post-COVID world.

Community Engagement: Focusing on community engagement and grassroots development to reignite and
grow interest in the sport. Created the National Development Officer position to promote, develop and
expand the sport beyond it’s current demographic was a necessary investment. The sport needed to have a
kick-start to attract new communities. Vinay Singh and John Inglese filled this position and both were
instrumental in advancing the sport of bocce in there unique way.

Adaptive Rules: Modifying rules or formats to make the sport more adaptable to different circumstances,
including potential disruptions in the future. John in particular helped to develop the Bocce Team Challenge
which is in use as the entry competition to the sport of Bocce. He also put in place a development working
group and the first bocce conference after a 20 year absence.

Youth Development: Investing in youth development programs is a crucial step in ensuring the future of any
sport. The youth are not only the players of tomorrow but also the fans and supporters who will sustain the



sport for generations to come. The success of the BA’s participation in the Denis Ravera Bocce Challenge in
Monaco, has garnered increased interest and contributed to the growth of our junior ranks, and is a
testament to the positive impact of such initiatives.

Marketing and Promotion: Increasing efforts in marketing and promotion to attract sponsors, fans, and media
attention. We were fortunate to enlist Robert ‘Dipper’ Di Pierdomenico , as our Bocce Sport ambassador who
gave his time for free, a true philanthropist volunteer for the sport of bocce.

International Collaboration: Collaborating with other national and international bocce organizations to learn
from their experiences and share best practices. Nationally we embraced Special Olympics Bocce into our
Nationals and after such a success they are now part of our National Championship format. Globally we have
Tony Biancacci VP FIB and General Secretary of CBI and Sonia Fava FIB Women's Coordinator General along
with Joe Maselli and Vanessa Allegretto as International Referees—Bocce Volo.

The post-pandemic world accelerated the need for innovation and flexibility in the world of sports, and
organizations that embraced change are likely to thrive in this evolving landscape. By proactively addressing
these challenges, Bocce Australia has positioned itself for a successful future, ensuring that the sport remains
vibrant and relevant.

Key Highlights: Mission Impact: Bocce Australia continued to make a meaningful impact on our vision of
bocce being a sport for all ages, all genders, all abilities and all communities. We expanded the sports appeal,
with Bocce Team Challenge, we embraced all abilities with the inclusion of Special Olympics Bocce, and
reached out to specialised individuals to help with coaching, refereeing, volunteers, sponsorship and
marketing our new bocce programs.

Financial Stability: Due to the need to invest in these new initiatives monies needed to be spent and for this
year we see a dip in our financial health but now we have a stronger foundation to bounce back next year,
thanks to the support of our sponsors, grants, and the responsible management of our resources. This allowed
us to sustain our existing programs and explore new opportunities.

Community Engagement: We witnessed an incredible surge in community engagement, both in person and
online. This year, we hosted Bocce Team Challenge , Bocce n Bubbles, and Com-N-Try events which brought
together nationally over 135 new participants and 10 new volunteers. Our online presence also expanded
significantly, with 1,400 regular followers on social media platforms.

Innovation and Adaptation: In response to the changing landscape, we adapted our strategies to better serve
our community. This included expanded the nationals, included Special Olympics Bocce and new innovations
made, such as the introduction of new programs, the BTC, technology adoption, TIDYHQ and policies.

Collaborations and Partnerships: We fostered strong partnerships with like-minded organizations, furthering
our reach and impact. Together, we worked on initiatives that leveraged our collective strengths to address
specific issue or challenge. We strengthen our partnership with Bon Food, Macron and premier clubs such as
Club Marconi, Catholic Liverpool Club, Morwell Club, Kyabram Bocce Club, Redlands Club Qld, Casa
D’Abruzzo Club, Furlan Club and Veneto Club Melbourne.

Membership Growth: Bocce Australia welcomed 30 new members this year, a testament to our continued
appeal and the importance of our mission. These were in both in the Bocce Raffa and Bocce Volo disciplines
of Bocce Sport, however we are still experiencing a decline due to our aging demographic.

Challenges: Of course, we faced our share of challenges this year. The failure to implement a National Super
League-type competition, which was the collective desire of elite and junior players, was a significant setback.
This initiative was driven by the aspiration for more year-round competition and aimed to bridge the gap
between states and clubs, providing a platform for high-level competition and skill enhancement.
Unfortunately, the dream of a national league remained unfulfilled due to the lack of sponsorship and club
support. Another challenge we faced was the aging membership, which highlighted the importance of
recruiting and retaining younger participants. Addressing the needs and interests of different demographics
within our organization became a priority and as a collective we need to address urgently to get the ‘)’ curve.



Furthermore, economic fluctuations and regulatory changes added to the complexity of our operating
environment. We had to navigate through financial uncertainties and adapt to new regulations that
impacted our events and operations.

However, | am proud to report that Bocce Australia responded to these challenges with creativity,
determination, and unity. We remained steadfast in our commitment to our mission, even in the face of
adversity. While the road ahead may still hold uncertainties, we are more determined than ever to overcome
these challenges, adapt to the changing landscape, and continue to promote the sport of bocce in Australia.
We believe that by working together and staying true to our vision, we can overcome these obstacles and
emerge stronger, ensuring a bright future for bocce in our nation.

Vision for the Future:

Looking ahead, we remain committed to our core values and mission. Bocce Australia envisions a future
where bocce sport is the choice sport for all ages, all genders, all abilities and all communities. To achieve
this vision, we will continue working on our main three pillars—Juniors, Lifestyle & Elite as priorities for the
coming year.

| am confident that with the unwavering support of our members, volunteers, staff, and sponsor partners,
we can look forward to a future filled with even greater achievements and milestones.

The next 12 months we will work closely with Sport Australia as we refine the sports governance and
prepare to implement the Bocce One changes. The key focus is to promote, raise awareness of and
encourage participation in bocce sport for benefits of health, longevity, fitness, skill, achievement, social
interaction, wellbeing and other benefits of exercise for all individuals in Australia.

The focus will be to continue the emphasis of bocce to being administered and run as a sport and no longer
oscillating between the social and sporting aspects of the game. We encourage through our member states
to work closely with our affiliated clubs to put in place programs to facilitate the sports entry and player
pathways so that participation is easier for novice players of all ages, all abilities, and all cultures.

| would like to thank Sport Australia for their support and recognise the enormous contribution they make to
bocce sport. Most importantly, thanks to all of you who contribute to Bocce sport. It is your unwavering
drive and passion to see bocce succeed that inspires us to strive for new heights in what we deliver each and
every day.

To our sponsors, partners and supporters, without your financial and in-kind support, effort and energy,
Bocce sport would not be where we are today. In particular thanks must go to our premier partners
Australian Sports Commission, the State Governments, Member States and affiliate clubs who have helped
in every way to continue to make Bocce Sport a reality — a big thank you. Likewise to my Executive board of
Tony Biancacci, Vince Di Mauro and Sonia Fava, Sector leads Linda Chiandotto (Junior Development) , Angela
Sirianni (Volunteers), Renna Danelutti (Sponsorship), Franco Fava (Bocce Raffa), Michael Migliaccio (Special
Olympics Bocce), Joe Maselli (Chief Referee), Mary Massena (Tournament Director), newly appointed Samuel
Pevere (Social Media), Coaches both national, and state, along with State, club committees, the many club
volunteers, all our associates and the wider bocce family —thank you.

In closing, | want to express my deepest gratitude for your continued dedication and support. Bocce
Australia’s success is a testament to the incredible power of collective action and shared purpose. Together,
we will continue to make a difference in the lives of those we serve.

Bocce Sport - A sport for all !
Frank Funari

CEO & President /Bocce Australia
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Vincenzo Di Mauro FCPA, GAICD 2023
AGM Secretary and Treasurer Report -

Bocce Australia Limited, Company Limited
by Guarantee (CLG)

REPORT

In 2019 the Australian Sport Commission (ASC) mandated all

National Sport Organisations (NSO) to transition to an incorporated

company or risk ongoing support as a recognised NSO. As a result, on the

18 December 2020, Bocce Federation Australia incorporated association in

Victoria transitioned to an Incorporated Company Bocce Australia Limited (CLG) and

is registered with the Australian Securities and Investment Commission (ASIC) as public

company limited by guarantee (CLG). This is the preferred ASIC structure for non-for-profit
community-based organisations which limits the contribution should the company be wound up.)

Corporate Governance and Compliance are critical in public company’s and as such all sporting codes under the

ASC must comply. To standardise corporate governance and financial compliance ASC heavily invested into an online
website ‘Sport Australia (SportAus) Partner Portal’ as its source of truth - one stop shop. Although we are not a large sporting
code, BA is not exempt from the rigorous annual reporting and compliance requirements.

BA works closely with its Sport Australia’s partners to ensure we comply and meet its deadlines; the list below demonstrates
some of our requirements:
An annual activity participation plan which includes Come ‘n’ Try and Bocce Team Challenge and Competition enhancement pro-
grams,
Governance and Organisational Enhancement (GOE) plan which is a Board Governance Program (revamped in 2023 and
included in the online partner portal,
Annual Financial Acquittal process,
Annual Child safeguard Declaration,
Attend monthly Sport and Finance Advisory meetings and education programs,
Financial statements tailored to SportAus requirements.
Sport Integrity Australia (SIA), National Integrity Framework (NIF) policies, and National Sports Tribunal (NST) program
issued in July 2023 already adopted, with a further review of these policies in September 2023 saw BA adopt the en-
hanced polices to commence 1 January 2024:
NIF Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy,
NIF Complaints Disputes and Discipline Policy,
NIF Competition Manipulation and Sport Gambling Policy,
NIF Improper Use of Drugs and Medicine Policy, and
NIF Member Protection Policy

During the Pandemic sporting downtime, SportAus permitted all NSO’s to carry forward prior year funds with the intent to
develop and promote bocce. During the 2023 senior SportAus officials attended the Junior event held in (Redlands) Brisbane
and the (Bulleen) Bocce Team Challenge in Victoria. The positive feedback received is extremely rewarding.

In respect to our 2022-23 finances, BA has returned to its usual calendar of competition events and invested in Sport
Development and Promotion. On the back of a return to bocce competitions and stimulating interest in Bocce, BA recorded a
$59.5k loss. BA’s balance sheet remains cash flow positive and holds no long-term creditor commitments/ liabilities to outside
parties.

The Financial Year 2022-2023 Financial Statements are finalised and audited by GMB Accountants and would like to thank
them for their services. These will be posted on the Bocce Australia Website and forwarded to SportAus.

Finally, thank you everyone for your commitment and support during 2022-23 and we look forward to another fantastic Bocce
year.

Vincenzo Di Mauro
Secretary and Treasurer Bocce Australia
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Report of The Members of The Federal Council
of

BOCCE AUSTRALIALTD

The Directors submit the financial accounts of Bocce Australia Ltd for the year ended 30 June 2023,

The names of the Directors in office at the date of this report are:
Mr FRANK FUNARI  President
Mr VINCE DI MAURO Secretary
Mr VINCE DI MAURO  Treasurer

The principal activities of Bocce Australia Ltd during the financial year were:
National co-ordinating body for the sport of “bocce”™ in Auvstralia.

Mo significant change in the nature of these activities occurred duning the year.

The Net Loss for the year amounts to- $59.491.99
Net Loss = Carried forward to 2024 $72.256.64

Mo Director has received or become entitled to receive during or since the end of the financial vear a benefit
because of a contract made by Bocce Australia Ltd to a controlled entity or a related body corporate with any
Director, a firm of which the Director 15 a member or an entity in which the Director has a substantial financial
mterest. This statement excludes a benefit included mn the aggregate amount of emoluments received or due and
recewvable by a Director shown in Bocce Australia Ltd accounts or the fixed salary of a full-time emploves of

Bocce Australia Ltd or related body corporate.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Directors:

PRESIDENT:

DATED: 01/11/2023



Statement by Members of The Council
of

BOCCE AUSTRALIALTD

The Council have determined that Bocce Australia Ttd is not a reporting entity.

The Council have determined that this special purpose financial report should be prepared in accordance with the
accounting policies outlined in the Statement of Accounting Policies attached to the financial statements.

In the opimon of the Council the financial statements attached —
1) present fairly the financial position of Bocce Australia
Ltd as at 30 June 2023, and the results of Bocee Australia
Ltd for the year ended on that date.
11) at the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to
believe that Bocce Australia Ltd will be able to
pay its debts as and when they fall due.

The statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Council and is signed for and on behalf of the
Council by:

TREASURER:

DATED: 01/11/2023



BOCCE AUSTRALIALTD
ABN 24 703 226 127
Detailed Profit and Loss Statement
For the year ended 30 June 2023

2023
5

Income

Grozs Beaciapts - Aust Sport Bocee Fad 30,000.00
Gross Beciapts, - Online Fees 338820
Grozs Beciapts, - State M'ship Faes 27,090.00
Grozz Beclapts - Eyent Reimb & Cth 37,668.72
Gross Beciapts - Donations 333340
Grozz Beciapts - Vie State Grant 3,400.00
Imtarest received 181,61
Total income 123,077.93
Expenses

Accountancy 2.226.40
Advertizing 9930
Bank fees & charges 120.00
Competition & Event Costs 32,333.50
Conference’Seminar costs 330,54
Filing Fees - ASIC 1,395 00
Freight & Duty 44579
Inzurance 433499
IT Support 10,5357.18
Materials & Supplies - Alechel 1,083.00
Matenals & Supplies - Prizes g1e.20
Materialz & Bupplies - Genaral 1,281.03
Memberzhip Fees - World Bocre a7 71
Parmits 122.40
Drimting, stationery & Office Supplies 528718
DPrometions & Sport Development 26,011.72
Faferas faes 1,357.75
Eepairs & Mamtenanca 4699
Eaplacements 2544 02
Subzenptions - Zoom 419 80
Subzeriptions - Web Sita 2,700.00
Subscrniptions - Adobe 208 88

These financial statements are audited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.



BOCCE AUSTRALIALTD
ABN 24 T03 226 127
Detailed Profit and Loss Statement
For the year ended 30 June 2023

2023
5
Subserptions - Softorare E90.00
Telaphone 8103
Trophiss £63.80
Traimmg Camp costs 6,073.78
Travel - Car Hire 5,939.61
Travel - Flights 23.20%.26
Travel - Meals 19,250.19
Travel - dpcomedation, 2472285
Total expenszes 184 565 52
Profit (Losz) from Ordinary Activities before incomes tax (29,491.99)

Thesea financial statements are audited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant’s
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.



BOCCE AUSTRALIALTD
ABN 24 T03 226 127
Detailed Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2023

MNote 013
Current Assets
Cash Assets
Cash at bank 44 487 36
44 48736
Total Current Aszsets 44,487.56
Total Aszzet=z 44, 487.58
Current Liabilities
Payables
Unzecured:
Credrtor - Cradit Card 10,268.71
10,268.71
Total Current Liabilities 10,268.71
Total Liahilities 10,268.71
Met Aszets 34,218,585
Equity
Reserves
Genaral rezserve 104,312.72
Fetained profitz / (accummlated losses) (70,293 87)
Total Equity 34,218,585

Thesea financial statements are audited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Hotes which form part of these financial statements.
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Statement of Accounting Policies
Year Ended 30 June 2023

Theazs financial statements are 2 special purpose financial report prepared noonder to provide zccounts which
zatizfy the requiremnents of the A=zociations Incorperations Act. (Vic) to prepare accounts. Boecs Australia Lid
iz not a reporting entity as defined in Statement of Accountng concepts 1. *Definition of the Reporting Entity”’
and therefore as there i1z ne requirement to apply accounting concepts or standards in the preparation of these
statements, none have basn adopted mtentionally.

The statemnents have bean prepared in accordance with the requirements of the A=sociations Incorporation Act.
i(Wic). The statements are prepared on an accruzl basis. They are based on historic costs and do not fake into.
accoumt changing money values.



GMB INEIMITY
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BOCCE AUSTRALIALTD

ABN 24 T03 226 127

Compilation Report to BOCCE AUSTRALIA LTD

We havve compilad the accompanying special purpose financial statements of BOCCE ATURTEALIA LTD, which
comprize the Statement of Profit or Lozs and Other Comprehensive Income, Statement of Changes m Equity,
Statement of Cash Flows and Statement of Fancial Posthion as a8 30 Jume 2023, 2 summary of significant
accountng policies and other explanatory notes. The specific purpose for which the special purpese financial
statements have been prepared 1s et out in Note 1 fo the financial statements.

The Responsikility of the Director

The director of BOCCE AUSTEALIA LTD 1= zolely responsible for the mformation contammed m the special
purpose financial statements, the reliability, zccuracy amd completeness of the mformation and for the
determmation that the baszis of accounting used 1= appropriate to mest their needs and for the purpese that the
fmancial statements were prepared.

Chr Respornsibility

On the hazis of mfommation provided by the director, we have compiled the accompanyving special purpose
fmancial statements in accordance with the basis of accounting as dezcribed n Mote 1 to the financial statements
and APES 315 Compilation of Financial Information.

We have applied our expertize 1n accounbng and financial reporting to compile theze financial statemsants m
accordance with the basis of acoounting desenbed m Mote 1 to the financial statements. We have complied with
the relevant ethical requrements of APES 110 Code of Ethies for Profeszional Accountamtz (meluding
Independence Standards).

Azzwrance Disclaimsry

Since a compilation enzasement 15 not an aszurance sngagement, we are not required fo venfy the reliability,
accuracy of completensss of the mformation provided to us by management to compile these financial statements,
Accordmzly, we do not express an audit opinion or a review concluzion on these financial statements.

The zpecial purposze financizl statements were compiled excluzively for the bensfit of the director who iz
responsibla for the relizbility, accuracy and completensss of the information used to compile them. Accordingly,

these special purpose fimancial statements may not be suitakble for other purposes. We do not accept responzibility
for the contentz of the special purpose financial statemants.

>
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WHO said bocee was a for old people?

Ttalian Australian Club Morwell young guns
Ayden Respondino and Kayla Dukes are flying the
flag for the current generation.

Respandino has just returned home from Monaco,
after competing at international level, while Kayla
recently won the Under 15 singles at the nations
championships

The former travelled to Monaco for five days to
play with the Australian Under 23 team, along
with fellow Morwell teammate Tom Campell.

Speaking of the trip, Respondino said it was a
great experience.

“Tt was unbelievable, it was just crazy, we just
didn't know what to expect,” he s

France took it home, we were a bit overwhelmed
but we put up a fight

Away from the court, Respondino said the team
took the time to do some sightseeing, including
checking out the world-famous grand prix track.

Speaking of overseas competition, the 20-year-old
said it was eye-opening to see how grand bocce was
on the world stage.

We are all
WINNERS

Now that he is back home, Rn«[mndmn \'ud )m
would be looking to a number of ci
int wents, with a view to move nmm],\

into ‘rapid’ formats of bocee.

Rapid forms of bocce involve players running up
and down the court after throwing, adding a great
al of excitement to the sport
Australian Club often
Respondino was qualified
having now competed overseas
dm

s are really good, | would rate
m-m Figher than the courts oversens” be

S vank (Fava)tlces good care of
them. I'm proud to be able to train
on these courts, I think they
really
A glowing endorsement
indeed for little old Morwell
Kayla Dukes’ star is rising

Trappings of success: Kayla Dukes proudly
displays her national bocce awards.

“I wasnit expecting it because it was my first
competition, but it was great, it was lots of fun,”

ar-old won on
debut at a national event back
in July.
Travelling to Wollongong
for the Bo 2
Junior Slam,
the Victorias
-p\-cxﬁml
wall

una] title mu to her name, Kayla
s to international
car”.

5 singles title.

pl e said,
§ Like most young players, L. den wﬂ

World stage: Ayden o bocee ol thess grandnarentss o shomid

Respondino recently we say nonna and nonno (Italian for grandmother

ratuman to Manuoll afiar and grandfather).




Antonio Biancacci
President Asia Oceania Sport Boules

Confederation; Vice President - FIB &
Bocce Australia

Report to be added



Sonia Fava

Sports Director, Bocce Australia
& FIB Women’s Sport Committee

Report to be added



SECTOR
Leads

Chief Referee (Volo) - Joe Mase

COACHING Director—Tony Biancacci

Head Coach & Referee Bocce Raffa —Franco Fava

Special Olympics Bocce—Michael Migliaccio

Head Coach (Bocce Volo)—Stefano Chiandotto
Volunteer Co-ordinator—Angela Sirianni
Tournament Director Assistant—Mary Massena

Media Co-ordinator—Samuel Pevere

Sponsorship Co-ordinator—Renna Danelutti

‘ NDO—Vacant ( previous Vinay Singh & John Inglese )

‘ Operations Manager—Vacant

'} Junior Co-ordination—Linda Chiandotto




The FUTURE

and the Bocce Sports vision is
to ‘inspire and connect people
of all ages, all genders, all

abilities and all communities,
through the power of Bocce




Bocce Australia Limited
ABN 24703226127

PO Box 937

South Melbourne, VIC 3205
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